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The National Association of Marine Laboratories (NAML) is a nonprofit organization of over 120 member institutions representing coastal, marine, and 
Great Lakes laboratories in every coastal state, stretching from Guam to Bermuda and Alaska to Puerto Rico. Members serve as unique “windows on the 
sea,” providing information on the rich environmental mosaic of coastal habitats as well as offshore oceanic regions and the Great Lakes. NAML member 
laboratories conduct research and provide a variety of academic, education and public service programs to enable local and regional communities to 
better understand and manage the ocean, coastal and Great Lake environments.  NAML is comprised of three regional associations: the Northeastern 
Association of Marine and Great Lakes Laboratories (NEAMGLL); the Southern Association of Marine Laboratories (SAML); and the Western Association of 
Marine Laboratories (WAML). 
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September 11, 2006 
 
The Honorable Richard Pombo The Honorable Nick Rahall II 
Chairman, Committee on Resources Ranking Member, Committee on Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515  Washington, DC 20515 
 
  
Dear Chairman Pombo & Ranking Member Rahall: 
  
On behalf of the National Association of Marine Laboratories (NAML), I am 
writing to recommend that your Committee schedule a markup for the NOAA 
Organic Act (HR 5450) this year. As an organization representing the ocean, 
coastal and Great Lakes research and education communities with large stakes in 
the livelihood of NOAA, we believe that issues related ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes research and education should be elevated to the highest policy level.  This 
legislation, which was cleared by the House Science Committee in June, is a step in 
that direction and is deserving of your committee’s support. 
 
NAML strongly believes that ocean and coastal policy decisions should be based on 
sound science. Therefore, we particularly support the provisions within H.R. 5450 
that create a Science Advisory Board within NOAA, establish a new Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Science and Education leadership position, and re-align 
NOAA’s functions to support ecosystem-based management approaches. These 
provisions will ensure that emerging problems affecting human health, 
environmental vigor, coastal industries, and port security, to name a few, will be 
addressed through strong, reliable scientific research.  
  
In addition, we are pleased that much of the bill is dedicated to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes research and education. In order to address these issues appropriately, 
we need a well-trained and informed workforce. NAML laboratories provide expert 
training for marine biologists and oceanographers, but their capacity must be 
enhanced to meet future needs. Therefore, we support the Committee’s efforts to 
enhance ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes education and outreach programs at all 
levels.  
  
We realize that H.R. 5450 has been designed with the purpose of providing 
organization for NOAA. However, there are a number of programs and 
issues – recommended by the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy (2004) – 
that are important to the ocean, coastal and Great Lakes research 
community, and in the context of this bill, we would like to offer some 
comments about them. 
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Although efforts are made in H.R. 5450 to coordinate Federal agencies involved in ocean and 
coastal research and national and international programs regarding coastal, ocean, and Great 
Lakes observing systems, further investment is still needed to ensure that these systems are 
sustained and that they incorporate the long-term monitoring efforts of the nation’s coastal and 
marine laboratories. As you know, integrated observations offer critical information on coastal 
processes necessary for addressing issues, such as the health of humans and marine life, weather 
and climate nowcasts and forecasts, homeland security, and resource management.  
  
Coastal and marine laboratories have been addressing this need for many years, however, 
funding has been difficult to sustain. If such a national observing system is adequately funded, 
NAML could be instrumental in its development, thanks to its collective, diverse array of 
observing platforms and programs, its strong communication network, and specific connectivity 
projects. NAML enthusiastically supports the recommendations made by the U.S. Commission 
on Ocean Policy to develop a sustained integrated ocean observing system.   
  
Additionally, it is imperative that the U.S. invest in the infrastructure of its coastal and Great 
Lakes laboratories. Currently, funds are inadequate in supporting basic laboratory facilities, 
instrumentation, support systems, computing facilities, and ship access. The final report of the 
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy makes several recommendations on the need to develop and 
enhance the nation’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes infrastructure. 
  
NAML would like to thank you and the Committee for your leadership in acknowledging the 
importance of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes research and education and the essential role that 
NOAA plays in advancing these issues consistent with the agency’s mission. NAML is whole-
heartedly supportive of the work of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and believes 
implementation of its recommendations will ensure that our Nation’s oceans and coasts receive 
adequate support and attention as their health directly impacts us all.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present these views.  If NAML can provide any additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Joel Widder, who handles government 
relations for NAML, at 202-289-7475. 
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony F. Michaels 
President, National Association of Marine Laboratories 
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